DEFENCE + 
| AND 
| CONTINUATION 


Of the Diſcourſe concerning the 


PERIOD 


' HUMANE LIFE. 


BEING : 
A Reply to a ' late Anſwer, 
” Entituled, © Letter to 

a Gratlewias-. &c. 


To which is added , 


AN APPENDIX, 


Welw feveral ObjeRions urged in 
* private, are conſidered, and Mer. 


1 Gales ſevere, but groundlefs Charge 
+ is Examined. 


: LONDON, 
Frinted,and arc to be ſold by Enoch Wyer, 
at the White Hart in St. Pars 
Church-Yard , 1678. F 
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THE 


PREFACE, 


Roapan, 


WF: Cuſtom bad not VOY it 
| I! common to prefix Epiſttes 
to' Books, I had. freely 
permitted thee to read the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe without . the 
trouble. of a preliminary.\, Salu- 
tation: but the trath. is, 1. bke 
not to be either Singular or Uin- 
.; 0 
And yet, 1 careſs ! fs | 
but very little to acquaint . thee 
with: for as. 1 mtend- ot to 
court your kind acceptance *f 
the following Diſcourſe ; "ſo 


neitfler 


| The Preface. 
#wither do 1 define to diſparage 
it, or di args thee from pe- 
rujing 71 - 
op if I can prevail, 1 
| heartily wiſh thou wouldeſt Feud 
without prejudice , and with 
that Candor that beeomie# * an 
impartial and diſcreet". Reader : 
and then, either . give.j 0 deny 
it entertainment .as "you think fit ; 
for I. aſſure thee The "Author 


defires. to. impoſe nothing '\vipvn 
thy faith, but what is uWe'to 


abide the teſt. If be bas: ered), 
be is only . ambitions 'to' ol ” 
Followers. IVE 
When. I gave , way +'t6- the 
publiſhing of the former Diſcourſe, 
T expefted:not to: have a With 
many Enemies. But 
the old ſaying holds pry 


r1tas 


The Preface; 
tho .odmm. . parit. 1 As for 


Jevere, cenfures. fon men 


baretoged', 1 bave ehdeavoured 
te. remove; them inthe following. 


ifeonrſe; eſpecially.” in the Ap-. 
wart rFor perfonal. reflſlione 
(\the.robly apeapops;\others ' have: 
made, fe of ; although they be 
4; Ignorant. whe: T:\am',. as I 
ja Ie + othey -ſhauld:-.be , ) ) - theſe : 

I-: may: very. : rationally contemn., | 
without the fear of cenſure from 
the flricteſt Zoilus. 

T confeſs next to no adverſary, 
& ifaw and ingenuous one. is the 
moſt defirable ; but whether it | 
oy been my Good fortune (or 

if you pleaſe to ſay Fate) to be 
bleſſed avs ach, after thou 
| 4 peruſed both what they and” 
T ſay thou wilt be able to 
Wage. And 


The Preface. 
\ And upox:this account (though 


nat. only), I -beartily wiſh thou 
wouldeſt .be 'pleaſed to - compare 


the. Reply-und \Anſwer, and * 


beth. with 'the Firft Diſcourſe; 
which, accidentally (1 ofſurethet 
wot \defignedly) gave + birth" tq 
them ; . in; deing of which" if 


thou reapeſt* 10 * hum thy 


| ſelf ,. yet Tam-ſure thou ſhalt 
oblige. the Yoakleliers tq vive 
thee a | ohne a! 
| 6:06 E « 33 \ | 
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UMANE Lb g 8: 


FI Diſe wf contter ning the "Period 


| of 


Here . never: ira: am 
age-1n, whicli theruch- 
10g -hvmour of writing 

- , many::Books was more 

troly viſible, thanin'the preſent : 

we -may now with-the Pdet re- 
grate , that, Scribimus indottt 
aftique , every man thinks him- 


ſelf fit enough to ſpin out a 
A di(- 


(az) 

diſeourſe for the Preſs ; hence is 
it ;* that the World i5 even. ready 
to: complain - of * the Burden, 1 
know it 1s uſual. to pretend the 
importunity of neceſſity, a very 
fagr and ſpgcioug pretext , {buy | 
mach*doubt , if it be always real 
and true. - 

BUT leaft I ſeem acceſſary to 
the fanlg I {9 much cogdema; I 
here emer my ſolemn proteſt; 
that as it was no piece of vanity 
that engaged me'to write the for- 


mer di(cqurle;, .. {o_ neither, am 1 


now acted by that principle to 
defend it : Af it had been any un- 
worthy motive that did firſt ani- 
mate me.T ſhould now have appes- 
red anSackcloth ,; with a freg-and 
ingenuous confeſſion of the crime. 
-BUT haviog in the Preface to 
that:diſcourle already ſatisfied the 
World concerning the deſign, 
both-of the Author , and of rhe 
Boo : I ſhall now forbear to give 
a more tedious account. 
AND 
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(3) 

AND becauſe I popes if the 
judicious ſhould diflike. any thing 
1n the Book, either to ſatisfie them, 
or yield to the force of their clea- 
rer diſcoveries: I am now come 
to tell them, that I will keep my 
promiſe; and ſtand to that engage- 
ment. $-21's] 

MUCH has been ſaid in private 
Cabals againſt both Author and 
Book : that the Author is an <1r- 
minian, is but a modeſt cenſure, 
which I aſſure them does not in 
the leaſt offend me. As for their 
more ſevere thundrings, in can- 
demning the Book to the flames, 
and the Author to the Pillory 
" it is good their power 1s not able 
to effect what they pleaſe, I les 
if they cannot anſwer the Book, 
they are reſolved to make both it 
and the Author odious enough.. 
But all the ſlanders that malice 
can invent, ſhall never diſcou- 
rage me from defence of ths 


Truth. - 
A 2 IF 


\ 


F 


: (4) 
- I F the great Captain 'of our 
Salvation was: ſaid to be a Samar:- 
tan, and to have a Devil: Ir is but 
a (mall matter that I ſhould meet 
with diſingenuous men, who: yet 
brand me with more  gentile 
crimes, | If my own familiar 
friends ſhould carry themſelves 
demurely towards me, this is no 
harder meaſure than what .better 
men than I have experienced.: It 
is an old , but-.true ſaying , Yeri- 
tas dium parit. The great Apo- 
ſtle of | the -Genttles.did find-it (o., 
Arn I become your Enemy becauſe 1 
tell "you the' twith £ And ſince this 
is allo my lot, I ſhall bear thoſe 
various cenlures very patiently, 
not-intending to render reviling 
for reviling , but Bleſſing for 
Curling : Zord,, forgive them , for 


they know not what they do. 


- - BUT that I may not be further 


tedious, I ſhall paſs by all private 
cenſures, and now only conlider 


an Anſwer, which was ſent me 


by 


- 


(93 


by the Gentleman who publiſhed 
my former Books, with the fol- 
Tow ing Letter. | 


S1R, 


| informed that there was 
an Anſwer to your late diſcourſe 
concerning the Period of Humane 
Life, zntended for the Preſi; I ceaſed 
not *till-1.had ſpoke with the perſon 
that bad it : And although Thad but 
ſmall acquaintance with him , yet his 
ingenuity was ſuch , that I obtained 
a ſight of it ; but finding it ſo long 
that 1 could not thenperuſe it, 1 ear- 
peſtly deſired to know if he had the 
confidence to truſt me with it ; freely 
adding , that I knew how to commu- 
nicate it to you ( not telling who you 
were , ) at firſt he ſeemed to refuſe, 
but after I had ſhemed him the reaſo- 
nableneſs of my deſire , he condeſcen- 
aed, Sir, The Anſwer « thought to - 
be no\ways deſpicable; therefore if 
your affairs of greater concern can 
A 3 allow, 


h; 
| 
as | 
[i 
ne 


- OY 
——_ 
IT Een nds 


(6) 


«how , 4 aſſure you your ſpeedy anſwer 


to; and return of theſe Papers , will 
be very acceptable to; 


SIR, 


Your obliged Servant, 


I have here ſet down this Let- 
ter , that men may know by 
what means I obtained a fight of 
the anſwer before it was Printed. 


The - REPLY. 
Sin, © 


c_=_ few days ago I received 
yours, with the bundle of 
Paper. I heartily thank you for 
the pains you have taken in that' 
particular, IT have now peruſed 
thoſe Papers, which I find are 
beſpattered with very much _ 
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(7) 

and bitternel(s; 1t.is a ſevere chal- 
lenge ; that 7 have failew upon very 
bad principles, and nidintdin d dof 
ton: contrary both: th, the: Dothrin' of 
our Church ,, and of -all ſober. ard 
Orthodox Divines; | If this. were 
tfue as it is falle,the Author, might 
be excuſed for: his avet much zedl3 
but: ſince the cenſure is\altogerther 
yoid of truth, he niuſt pardon 
me to fay , that the calumny is 
inexcufable : but TI lovenotto fliog 
Dirt upon thoſe , who! take the 
liberty to beſpatter. me with it; it 
were eEalte to recrtminate; -/bur-our 
great. Maſter never taught any 
{tuch leſſon. | $02 5 

- BUT as Ido not know bf: what 
Church the Author 1s a Member, 
(for it may be , I oppoſe, that 
Do&rin that is hotly taught in 
ſorne particular Churches) to net- 
ther do I know what Divines may 
be Orthodox in his account.: Sure 
Iam, that both the beſt and moſt 
learned Writers of this and former 
A 4 axes; 


(8) 
ages , have-maintained the ſenti: 
ments I have embraced. * : - --- 

. WHETHER-the Authors opi- 
nivr or'mine dves:'beſt agree. with 
the humours: of (bad:men ; needs but 
very little judgment to determina, 
Pray,how can un gratifie any/wick: 
ed. man totelbhim;that he may-pro- 
long his daysi(/aithing the: moſt 
vitious and apteſt co with!) if: he 
would:obey the Laws of Heaven ? 
And upon theiother hand, that 
his days ſhall-be ſhortened ' (a hea- 
vy-and unpleaſant: meſſage to bad 
men., \who: have no''other heaven 
but what: they eazoy upon Earth) 
if he continues in his wickednels? 
Methinks-rhis principle is' ſo far 
from:encouraging mea to fin, that 
it quite oppoſeth it , affording 
men moſt . excellent encourage- 
ments to promote ' piety, and to 
ſhun- all manner of-vices, [mach 
lead dawn to. the . Chambers, of 
Death... .. 12 THz JOE! f 2 78+ 

BUT it we now Rag 
| tg 


| 


69) 
the Dodrin of abſolute and irre- 
fiſtible decrees do encourage men 
to be holy ,' we ſhall weary our 
ſelves:e're we find one reaſon: to 
| prove it. There can be no Do- 
&rine more pleaſing to bad men, 
for. indeed. hereby they labour. to 
excule themſelves, telling us, that 
God has from Eternity abſolutely 
determined every thing they 
ſhould do, and therefore they can- 
not help it. O how luſcious is 
the high reliſh of this Dorin to 
bad men! | 
FROM all this it may appear , 
that the Gentleman might have 
very well ſpared that Pathetick 
Query. Shall we let it abroad to infect 
. men,withont ever diſcovering the dan- 
ger of it? No ſure Sir, that were a 
great fault; pray involve not your 
{elf (by a ſinful Gilence) in ſo much 
guilt: But alas! 1f I ſhould put 
the Author to tell me wherein lies 
thedanger, I could hazard ten to 
-one that he ihould bepueled to wh 
1t 


/ iS 


(10) 

But this muſt paſs for. current 
Coin, and be as itrongly believed, 
as if it were proved by teri thou- 
fand Mathematical Demonſtrati- 
ons; elle we will be called credu- 
lous, and not having fo much 
Faith, as a Grain of Muſtard- 
Seed. 

I CONFESS: the Author pre- 
tends to be very unwilling,to engage 
in the nice ſpeculations of controverſial 
Divinity ; but yet it ſeems he is of 
ſo good and condeſcending a.na- 
ture, that he cannot reſiſt the 
great inportunity of a noble 
Friend, he will rather hazard 
one fingle look into things that ( as 
he fays) are hi4, than difoblige 
his Friend, or (and indeed this is 
a ſtrong reafon) ſuffer the good 
eauſe to be ruined by his ſilence, 
And thus we ſee that by his gra- 
cious condeſcenſion , he luckily 
beitows a couple of favours, one 
upon his friend, and the.other 
upon truth, Sure never was there 

any 


£« 23 } 


any,man more fortunately happy 
but I forgot it was his fate to do 
ſo, and no thanks to him for all 
this. 
THE Gentleman needed not, I 
think, have troubled himſelf much 
with the ſtate of the controverſie , 
ſince I had done it plainly enough 
and I leave you to guels if the 
_— has done it more clear- 
: BUT paſſing leſſer circumſtan- 
ces, Icome now to examin the 
Arguments he brings, to' prove, 
that the Period of every man's life 
is unalterably fix'd by the Divine 
Decree: this 1s the grand point he 
maintains; a Doctrine long fince 
introduced by the Szoicks, and of 

_ 4 later date, eſpouſed by 2ahomet 
and his followers, 

AND yet if we will believe the 
Author, this Do&rin is every 
whit conſonant to Scripture, and 
undoubredly proved by reaſon : 7 
Well thea, ler us tollew the _ i 

taQre- 


( 12) 
thor in his fearch, and ſee whe- 
ther ſuch an. uncouth notion has a 
favourable aſped from either of the 
two. | 
' AS for Scripture, 1. he tells 
us ,' there are many: plain Texts 
which do upon that account , expreſs a 
kind of propriety, that men may 
claim in thu laſt Period, O won- 
derful ſubtle diſputer! I know no 
man could argue ſo profoundly if 
not a Diſciple of Yoetizes: but let 
us conſider the Texts of Scripture 
he brings to. prove this; the firſt 
is .Eccl, 9. 12. \Man alſo knoweth 
not. his time, Now the Author 
makes this to be the -import of 
the words: The Period (lays he) 
of maz's life is fixed by one abſolute 
Decree , and therefore he may call it 
[_ his time. ] This is indeed a-very 
ingenious Comment, only it is 
faulty 1o that it is ſingular, for [ 
dire . promile , few men ever. 
> thought this was the meaning of 

"2% the Tcxt: If I had been in the 


.» 3 
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- 


— > PTY cu and wraa oft k. . 3 I”, + %%\, Lo dd food 


(13) 
Pulpit. I had readily raiſed this 
Dodrin-; that the time of our Dying 


. isveryuncertain, and 1 had proved 


it by Solomon's words, man alſo 
knoweth not his time. CAmother 
Text he -brings, is Pſal. 39.5. 
Lord, "make me to know mine 'end.} 
and the meaſure of my days. But 
I remember I have already ſhewed 
how ſtrangely this Text is brought 
to confirm a Dodrin it 1s utterly 
unacquainted with ; ſee The Perird 
of” Humane Life , pag. 109. Eaife.1. 


by this brief reply the Author 


may eaſily gueſs. what ſtrength1s 
in theſe'or the like Phraſes to con- 
firm his opinion; $1 

THE next argument he urgeth 
isevery whit as impertinent, for 
it is an old and true ſaying, Omni 
firmilitudo claudicat : this the Author 
ſeems to ſmell, but he pretends 
that he is ſo wiſe, as to preſs them 


no farther than the ſcope of the - 


compariſons lead him; but whe» 


ther this be (o or not, I ſhall briefly _ & P 
| examined 
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(14) 
| _ Firſt, oa ſays) 
equently compares the life: of man 

ff bs Graf "The flouriſhing and de- 
caying of which , is fixed aud deter- 
mined, cApſw. It will trouble 
the Author to. prove, that all 
Graſs doth flouriſh in the Morning, 
and decays in the Evening. But 
I ſhall grant that there are ſome 
Flowers that do, yct this can 
never prove that the Period of 
Humane Life is fatally determi- 
ned. If I remember well, Com- 
meantators ſay , ſuch ſimilitudes 
are made nie of to denote the 
brevity of man's life. I ſhall in- 
ftance but one ſacred Text, to 
prove this is the import of the 
fimilitude,, the place is Job 14. 
I, 2. Man that s born of a 
Women, is of few aays and full of 
trouble , he cometh forth as a Flower, 
axd is cut down, Secondly, He 
tells us, that the /ife of 47 45 
> Compared to a Race, Heb. 12. 1. 
*% <-ſw. It is fo, and that very 


(15) 
aptly ; but nor becauſe the bounds 
are unalterably fixed , but becauſe 
of the noble price that is appointed 
for thole who obey the Divine 
Precepts, and who do not faint 
in well doing, and the only intenc 
of the compariſon is, that if we 
expe that Heavenly reward , we 
mult perſevere in well doing , as 
thoſe who run in @ Race do nor 
faint and give over, if they ex- 
ped to obtain the price. ' Thirdly, 
The life 'of man (lays he) i com-: 
pared toaſbadow, CAnſfw. 1 know 
it 1s, but (ſure not becauſe it hath 
determined limits,” but-becauſe of 
its duration ; for as a ſhadow: 
quickly paſſeth away, ſ> the days 
of man are but few. Hence Job 
tells us, He fleeth as aſhadow. cap. 14. 
2, and the Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of 
himſelf ſays, 7 aw gone like 4 ſpa- 
dow when it declineth, But I have 
inliſted too long in anſwering ſuch. 
trivial arguments. I will now 
view if the plain (as he calls - 
them, 


(16 ) 
them, implying rhat the' former 
were not ) .Texts of Scripture he 


brings, be urged to any better pur- 


ie, 7998) 
"THE firſt plain Text is Job 14, 
5. Secing his days are determined , 
&c. this is. indeed, the moſt re- 
markable place of. Scripture -we 
have ſeemingly ſtanding againſt 
us ; but in,my former diſcourſe I 
have fully ſhewa , that it does no 
way contradict any poſition I de- 
fend. I ſhall therefore now only 
conſider .what he. urges againſt 
what I there replied , and judge 
you which, . of us | does--ſuc- 
cumb, > FP | 
I cannot: (lays he) but admire 
the Author's impudence tn making 


this Text the. Baſis of his diſcourſe,” 


Good Sir, is this the effect, of a 
mild and gentle Spirit 2+ but i'll 
pardon this, ſince may be it-is 
"the reſult of your holy zeal, but 
if you be nor reſolved to be an 
admirer-, I will endeavpur. to 


CUre 


- m0 ey uy 4 A ww _ 4 a. 


"LS 
Gyre that difteniper,' 'The tealorh 
theo.'why 1 mide choice ef 'thie 
Text was ,. becauſe I judged it rhe 
tain place urged ie defence of the 
opinion you maintain; aodif this 
were well cleared "and d EE 
ned ; 'ahd-mide'ts make ndthing 
ſyryou , Ieaſily fordſaw/howaitele! 
difficulty there would bein diffWe*" 
ring 'other Texts." rn 6, Boon 
- LET us now'vitw How atrifict: 
oy he ow "Job's - wo in 
Syllogyftick feir , -7# Goa({fys Bt) 
ho leterminel * days lab 
he cannot paſf thoſe prefixed Gbubbd's | 
then 'the Periodl of \HhmapeDifc'(i: 
not mutable ; but the firſt is _— 
fionable; Ergo: ' Hnſw: I the 
Author 'had-but retnembred how: 
he had ſtated thecaſe, he liz# ne-' 
ver 'rtade uſe of this rf 
for he-grants , -that both herune 8: 
may'maintain ;\ chat the Peribdof! 
Humane Life is both murableaund+ - 
iminutable; ' Tdid/ riot dengibus: 
our days aredetermined,ſce pageh; 2 
B an 
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(48 ) 
andthe Anthog,muſt know, that 
all'rhe, o_ Is a 
T9! $\y0ths; « 

W172 £ fs oy ey Tom 
hearth | g/ad that he. achnowledget 
the infinity Y, the Divine knowledge, 
Wheg-.1- firſt, did;;.read LY 
thought the, Author had for 

Sn , for he; is but eldomin fo 
good an humour, . but when, I 
ain. Hewes what follows, I faw 
all EI _— Tronice..z which 
. me. ever 'afterwards 

Nag his "Complements: And 


if he-ki again , .L.ſball be. upon. 


my-\Guard. that,. he do not be- 
tra: KN 7. 


.-H OW ;the Divine knowledge 


is9gt gonjectural ,, although it be 


net: foyhded on.1an ablolate.De- 


crees das been'briefly, manifeſted 
ia thedigſt Diſcourſe. But becauſe 
I otaf};follow the; Author, I ſhall 


forbeat-to (peak of it here, becauſe 
It:gomes | alter wayds to- be- Gonſt- 
derech... - | | 


* 74 "a. & « * 
46 aa 139. 
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A, SECOND plain Texs.of 
Sceipture is-.?ſal.: 90.35 Tho; Farr 
peſt; man: to feſtriuftipn and: ſaxeft; 
return:.ye Chilaren of; omen. Ar 
the! oabſt deceived; af ;this-,Toxt 
proves: what it.is brought far; $ure 
the ordy«1ntentgf the; Royal Plal- 
miſtchere\is to ew z:thar God 
is the ſupream Lord and Maſter of 
the. Univerſe ;: who hxtraifaly al 
uncontrolable. Dominion 2 « aag 
who. can according to hispleaſure 
either;ſhorten; or. Prolong; the 
days of::man z; but ghere ts adt;age 
word: here of-eny:! abſolute! ;Þe; 
cre@ ii ig 93jo!:; , 07: boot! 

AT HIR Dyplin;Text equi 
valent: to the fortaexcy11s - Pſ#/, 68; 
10.'Unto: God the, Gord; belong.; tbe 
Paefſeqe to Death; Naw. let us bear 
the Author's Commeat:, thats 
(ſays he) the Peried-of everympn's 
life; #8 :incthe hens: of. 604, ; Now 
this is!indeed- Very well {aids bus 
he: ſtes| better -'#hati | his Neighr 
boord /\who ſays {ell ſpoken 1 | 

2 tne 
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(20) 
the-purpoſe.; But further , what 
if -he and Yoetins have given 4'bad 
Tran{lation of the. Text; if. 1 
meh hazard "to our "Embiſh, 
(which I'think:is one of the beſt 
Tranſlations )':I dare-ſay- it: is fo; 
for there we: read, Unts:God the 
Lord belong thee ''(_ iſſues from ] 
Death. t biok : ; Fr nb 
"THE laft'plain Text (is 47 
14; 26. He hath determined th: 
bounds of our Habitation. Strange | 
the Author can” never :find-ithe 
word determine ;, but he'inſtantly 
concludes , that we are to under- 
ſtand an abſolute and irreſpective 
Decree. He knows well enough 
that I 'grant 'that the Period. of 
Humane life is determined,” \why 
. then does- he - urge -theſs Texts 
+ IN the next place, the - Au- 
thor! brings a great many+inſtan- 
&9 to prove 'the-Period'of: thoſe 
mens lives, whoidye a caſual: and 
violent Death; is fixed and deter- 
S922. "T2 0 _ mined; 
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| mined; but he needed not to have 


put himfelf. ro fo: much trouble'; 
finceI never maintained, rtharthie 
World is left toits own caſual:re: 
volutions, If _he:had pleaſed ; he 
might have viewed pag. 76. where 
he: will _; ant, That the 
moſt ſeemingy ofocper s of pier, 
are or bed an” infinite Wiſdom: , 
and fall ZE the Devine Rule and 
Dominton. 

NEITHER neads the" Au: 
thor redouble his: Nw, NO 
we have'the Author yielding ; - be- 
cauſe I ſaid , we: never doubted , 
but the groat Governoun, of | the 
world may make what reſerved caſes 
he pleaſes from the: general Rule /, 
and the ordinary courſe of phings, 
pag. 113. This mmethinks is a 
very plain. Truth, but that I may 
doall I'can to Grief the Author, 
Lſhall add, that the reaſon why 
ſome' mens' lives may be unalte» 
ably determined:; 'and | yet the 
Period! of other mens __ fox or- 

B 3  . dinary 
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dinary be leftdaurable, is, becauſe 
theifupream :Governour of! the 
World thioks! fit. it ſhould: be. fo, 
Ifithis will-nog/ifuffice thb!+ Au; 
thor; let him&hadſe.as he thinky 

beft!-- Co o.0> 4 [9% [Y-: 
ABUT, to:probeed , "libie. hs 
KN » (aysihey)- aegd mamitt of 
ings bs Metenmaineds: vt:.15 but 
deufonable to thick: that the laſt us 
alſo fixed, CAnſw. It is extream- 
ly &eafonable;::only twe'tnbſt take 
heed thari wedo-not wreſt Scrip- 
ture ; to-parronize our own {elf- 
choſen. 'opmions'; Now the Text 
brought wprove that the firſt mo- 
ment of our Being is determined, 
15 Þſal."1 39.:16;\ which is\a»wery 
odd Paraphrafe of 'the Author's, 
for the Plalmift there is notdpea- 
kmg of rhe. Divine Decrees; 'but 
ofthe. Ininh ; of - the »>Divine 
know! hich! is.4 depth hd 
confeſſes ds Fathom:: Now 
chin God Yorh kbowrborbthe firſt 
2nd Jaſt mpmencof our fibet;018-4 
YIGALL ; Froth 
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Truth T'am as ready' to defend: 
theAuthor. EE ohio OILTND7 
BUT I fee thei Author: is re 
ſolved to diſpute: with-mey as 
F were an-enenmly to'a particular 
Divine'' Providence,” elſe; 6 
what purpoſe does he bring .his 
flowing wp" 'of Arguraengs : 
As" 
'x; al the eithvag ay workr;al oh 
ways Und. fleps of ian, are: ordered 
Earn 'Anſw.; All this''is:con- 
feſſedi/by me ,/ if: Hhe-urgeth ther 
againſt any otheri,: let thoſe cow: 
cernied'inake anſwer. | - 
\ 13:4 Ml dther animpte Beings (& 
he ):\are determined,” 'anfpru! ld 
whatatidihow' are they” derermi- 
ned:Tknow they oor dens 
thize'thoy are all gependenr 
tufes;! (Buedo you eriouſly rhidl} 
that Godifrom Eternity rr Fen 
abſoltite 'Decreeidetermin|vhe Pe7 
riod 'of every Creaturet-Canlyon 
without «' certainzreluQocyifayh | 
that the ſupream and! :adbnabdle 
IE B4 Being 


(24) 

Acing''of whom we qught to gn: 
tertain noble and becoming 
thoughts, ,;..did.' by 'an abſphute 
Decree determin. the - paxti- 
culari Period: of; every lea 2 
ras conſider, vr, what) you 
2 

yo =naninate Beings (C: ays he) are 
alſo limitted. Anſw. When God firſt 
Created the World', he put every 
thingi1n a fit and convenient Sta- 
tion;-and ſo exactly orderedevery 
piece | of - the:Creation , that it 
thould be ſubſervient to the whole. 
Hence he ſet. bounds - to the Wa: 
ters; :and appointed the Sun , 
Moon ,..and Stars, to be for Signs; 
and: for Seaſons; : and 'for Nays, 
and Years ; and' acgording to. the | 
Primitive 'Precept', everyithin 
(Angels and Menexcepteg) ſtands 
accordin as: Ne ordered; ; But 
yet thele; inanitnaze things: are 
noyladixeg z' as that upon extraor; 
ginary>oceaſions: he: Cannot, ares 
thein Courſe. . Mr9174n} . or 3 3; 

god — a4 . 4. Do 
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4. Do we not (fayshe) read of 
the determined Perio of Kings and 
Kingdoms? ' Anſw, Undoubtedly 
we do, but what theas Do you 
zmagin that Godby an abſolute 
Decree did determia the Periods of 
particular Kings and Kingdoms < 
Pray conſider what the Majeſty 
of Heaven hath ſaid, 1 Kings. g. 
4» 5, 6, &c. If thou wilt keep my. 
Statutes and Judgments , then Inill 
Eſtabliſh the Throne of thy King done 
pox. I{rael for ever ;3 but 7 you, 
will not keep my | Compmanaments 

and my Statutes, then will I cut 0 
| Iſrael ,, ec. Surely the moſt 
High: ruleth in the Kingdom . of 
men, -he putteth dowa one, 
and ſetteth; up, another, .. and ac- 
cording as men obey, his Statutes, 
ſo., he: diſpenleth his +fayours ta 
them: 1-;; P Lc Th T cl j 
 5«: It 6.4 dangerous, Fhing (lays 
he) to grant , that the ms Incop 
. fiderable thing ts. exempted: from the. 
Hap of Djvine Providense,  Anſw. 
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Tam very far from thinking, that 
the Author 4s an Enemy to the 
Divine Providence, but' truly of 
the two opiniohs, 'that- which he 
maintains ſeems to enervate- it 
more than' mine; for if God has 
from! Eeernity' abſolutely decreed 
every: thing,” then a particular 

rovidence wr Fe ſuperin- 
Gods and governs all things,ſeems 
not to'haveany place , but the opi- 
nion'T maintain puts all things in 
the hands of God , who-may do 
ip Heaven" and in Earth'as he 
thinks* fit. "He may fhorten - or 
prolong my life, he may do with 
me as he pleaſeth, for he is our 
Maker, arid' we the work of his 
own hands;****This | encotiragetfe 
me to waſt anddepend'yponhim ; 
becauſe I'know he 15'the'Gover- 
nour of the World, and has fo 
abſolute" a" Iominion ," that none 
can fray" his hand, 'or ſay unto 
ENCE" nor” \6nly's thoſe | 
L things 
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thingewhich fuſtakarand>uphold 
men !1n [Being ,; bur :gJllo the Pe- 
riod of every man's life depends 
uponn:God : - As i'he /inay' either 

1veordeny thoſe. necdllary things, 
may he allo jſhortemor prolong 
ourkife, And thus there isno need 
OB: Tubmng to! the: es DE 
coee "y # "_ {1142 I & 

81s is (lays he; ine «hd ai 
queſtionable AMaxituoof Philoſophers, 
cujuſqte contradiftions alters pars 
determingte vetaoft yraltera falfa. 
Lnſw; The Maxim-3s very true; 
but. not very pertidently: applied; 
For' ſuppoling theres had Teveds 
been a World ; aod _- Decree 
concerning any\t uture' 
this had Dre yaliagfs part KS 
contradiition' carpet be tree, '' But 
now. if the ;Autharimeans , ''that 
the operations of free Agents-are 
all ablaluxely decerminted ; lis he 

e by ſoine:other mediums 
thdan thar: Phitoophick Maxins5 


whiclrionly iatggs>bhar ons or 
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of the; contradiftion is true;; bur 
leaves us ignoratht. which 'of 'the 
wa. #11 CEPT {70 
AFTER - all this he comes at 
length: to 'Catechiſe me''moſt (e- 
verdy.. will:ye.'i( ſays he) ' have 
your recourſe. to a Stoical. fate ,' or 


Ta#kilh weetffity? | No , good: Sip, 


| Taffure you I will not , but Iam 


afraid ſoine-others may.” wilt, ye 


pleed ( lays he): from the fortui- 
Fors concourſe of Epicurean Atoms ? 
Or — Pray Sir hold;; for. it 1s 
ſo long ſince:I-was laſt exami- 
ned, ;that I have almoſt - forgot 
the trick of: anſwering. It 1 
ſhavld permit you to proceed, I 
_ only rfay.:No to all. your 

ons , \ and: I believe* you 
knew well enough that.I. was as 
_ an Enemy toall theſe as your 


oi BALT | Inifee what ,you\:have 
yet laid areibut ſlender attempts , 
andi oy ih onder-tols mote noble 
and; grand: idefigei Itois! welt 
19 your 
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your ſmall Shot, 'diſcharged' in 
theſe light Skirmiſhes; have not 
hurt \us. Come ler. us - pro- 
ceed, and ſee the event of rhe 
fight. : + dave * I 

If God (ſays he) has net by an 
| abſolate i Decree determined the Pe- 
riod of. every mar's life j how' cans 
the certainty of the Divine' forthknow 
ledge be defended? . / Anſw.Could 
the Author be contented with it as 
the Scriptures leave it, there need 
be little debate in the caſe. - The 
Gentleman is pleaſed to ay, that 
| ſcem to be-like a Ship toffed with 
a great Storm ; but he might have 
more truly ſaid,; that-I think-that 
it is a bold enquiry which concerns 
not-usto know, the depths of the 
Divine Wiſdomare too profound 
for Mortals to meafures. and fifice 
Sacred Writ calls it a depth, Iam 
fure-it\a$:afeſt to break out into 
that. extaſie. of admiration with 
the ApoſHe ,; Rew.; rin 0 the 
Hepth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom 


and 
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4nd". Knowledge of God! how. un: 
ſearchable ave this Judgments , aud 
bis. ways paſt finding out! For 
who hath kwown the mind of the 
Lord , or. who hath been his Coun- 
7+ *Þ; > ( 

41 E God hadever deligned that 
we ſhould know thoſe :ſeerets ; he 
hed: certainly: diſcloſed thera in 
his: revealed : Word ; \but.' ſince 
Seripture is>fitent, it [is dur Wil. 
' damn co-forbear. 4 curious: ſearch 
into things -which he harhi;reſer- 
ved-withiakis own pacetes Jurif 
diction. _;; nfl? + 


-BUT + oe this wills fot th 


the Author's turn , he will have 
the-very. rhariner of Gods. inow- 
_ of; future things| —_— 
wy E cannot cell}, on 
| can unfold this Secret, by ſajirig} 
that (God has' from Eternity hibſointely' 
Decyeed everythivg ;- therefare. 
certainly; knows every thing;> An 
now becguſe; this' is +the:;Srand 
Doarin boalnays repeats\ \L ſhall 


with- 


A. 


nate, fas « Paik, bin A, ord. fool, ws 
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bles. HOT 1 TILELE et:24-3 
I. WE. have'\no- ground to 


ce with, 


for this doth LEItOErI Age 
the juſtice nor goodneſs of Gog. 
D9.yau-think that ajuſt,and good 
God /( whq.is the Judge of all the 
Earth;) would puniſh; men with 
everlaltiag Torments,/ if he. had 
by. an abſolute decree dezermined, 
that theyſhould commit. all theſe. 
Sins: Methinks if this were, the. 
caſe:;of. chele, maſcreants.,:' ; they: 
niight © reſonably;, excuſe DG 

"as WO elves 
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ſelves before their Judge, by al- 
ledging , that" 'they could not do 
otherwiſe:' But triily there is no 
ground-for this plea , fot 'he hath 
left - men-inexcuſable, and doth 
fiot tempt/any: man to Sin, 

-'B U T'' I remember the Author 
diſtinguiſherh between as effe- 
arve and prrinifſeoe decree: i Aniſw. 
I'could never yet well underſtand 
what they mean by a permifſrve 
detree: If they ſay, God only per- 
mits Sin, ' they fay -right;- but 
from thence they can expect no 
fanuary ;-for this cannot accor- 
ding to thenibe a ground to infer 
any certain khowledge; - for to 
permit Sin, 1s in rhis'cale-only 2 
not hindering of men. 'iri their 
wicked coutſes and ways. If you 


yer add, that in that permiſhive 


decree, the will of map, witlt 
all the circumſtances ofime and 
place are included: - F'Arſwer ; 
that the deeree' is not- then abſo- 
tute but” reſpeRive ; fihce *both 
perſons 


( 33 ) 
perſons, and, gr. mai wen 
3re. conlidere red;: And, I-m b 
fels this 15 perth 38reable. 1 

veral phraſcso  PErIPRAre . Fog 
cularly with t WO wn 1h 


a pon a pe 


even,nun up to/+ Itty =: pfint (0) 
prefeſtignation 4,.we of thay 
the Decrces,, bochof ein Ic 
reprobation cQ exit qual Y 
[988.9 perlogs  janflurhar. tore; 
Gps PERGEEQ SPY Deere 

and indee this w3 copinion 

2 earned | .men, be \b&fore, 5 - Hug, 
fox s time, . ell pH (urh 


8:74 clept (hon, Q Eprſeopius, 10. 
his, ſecqnd, Epilt|s.tg Beyerevjcigs) 
Af ede7; TA FA pguitioum | 
putarunt aliquays Canfas Nos 


in Make es; 1111 8 
2, v E have; heat, ParF 4d 
from Scriple informing us , rhat 


Gad-1 did . certaj oly. know, many, - 
things.. which. qul have, been. 
really furure , if” the condinions 

7H G upon 


(34) 
poit Pal (= wy ptr ae 
dat fad ben placed,” ' Ont Sayi: 
riſt-teffs2ns, ' that if! rhe 
mighty works 'which were t5ne 
in Chorazin and} Berhſaidh ; tad 
been'done jn 2c and 'Sidp#, they 
had repented'* knew thatif 
Cain had: ' It”, ' he ſhhuld 
have beer a6 oe. The "ole 


tenor-of the' Set = pt abdands 


with 'many itftaites] 
Tf Nihev+tis norrepen God 
knewthat the 

deſtroyed.” -Tt Gs one abſt 

thittk— that” 'God'- would"? age 
theeathed to inffie*_ that” goth: 
ment which hedid not kndNy 
ecttainly he Would nor ;*if thei 
DvUarin' coricerhin the' #bſofite 
Detrees berre? "But 1 rethejiiber 
T have fn the former difcoorttin- 
ſite upon” this 'argurnent ;* 1 
fhall - there erefore bnly "how con- 
ſider, what the! Aithor anſwers 
to the Texts of Scripture” there 


cited. 
THE 
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; _— ( 35 » ; " 
{THE firſt; Text'is 1 Saw: 23. 
I1:4.12- Which, plainly ſhews , 
that God did cextainly know, that 
if .Pevid had. not departed from 
Keilah , the Keilites had delivered 
him-into.the hands, of .Sau4.,, To. 
this he anſwers, ;That David \was 
not curiouſly inquiſitive | concerning, 
the- Divine will, for that was 4 
Secret, Reply...;This 1s' a ſtrange 
fancy , - for is it; not, as certain,as 
any (thing can, be, that David 
enquired of. the. Lord . whether 
Saul was come. to Keelah:,, and. if 
the Kez{:tes would deliver hind up 
which Davis. had not: known 
(ill it may be, t00'late) if, God 
had. not revealed, both. But; he 
lays 5. there was, 0 predittion of 
any thing which ſhould be. ,, <Apfw. 
It's' true , Saw, did not come to 
Keilah,, but certainly. he ; ſhould 
have come, if David had remai- 
ned: .. And thus the prediction is - 
af what ſhould have happened, 
if David had not left Kgrlah. 
\4 C2 And 
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And do you think that God would 
have foretold any thing but whar 
he certainly knew f Again he 
adds; that x# rediftion was not con- 
cerning David's bemp delivered ", 
but concerning the inclinations of 'the 
people,” Anſw. The Text ſpeaks 
nothing of the inclinations of the 
people, but of a thing future; 
They will deliver you up, viz. if 
you ſtay with them : 'and fo 
David does not inquire if Sau/in- 
tends to come up, neither does the 
Anſwer he receives imply any ſueh 


thing. | 


THE other Text is 2 Kine. 13. 


19.” where the Propher is angry 
with the King of Jae/, for [mi- 
ting upon the ground but thrice; 


telling him, that. if he had ſmit- 


ren hve or fix' times , he'had 
ſmitten Syr/4, 'till he had conſu- 


med it. To this he anſwers, that 


is is altogether grounalefi to' imagin, 
that ' God had decreed that Joalh 
ſhould 'ſmite the Ground more than 

T | thrice, 


(37) 

thrice, nſw, \We--do not lay 
that God had” abſolutely decreed 
how ofc he ſhould ſmite the 
Ground, Sqripture makes; no 
mention of any Decree, oal 
this he tells us, thatiif /vſs.:had 
ſmitten; five or ſjx times, hethad 
totally ſubdued Syria, Andatruly, 
ſince we find the Prophet angry 
with him becauſe he only {mote 
thrice, we may rationally ſuppoſe 
that God had not, abſolutely de- 
creed -that he ſhould ſmite -no 
oftner. To ſuppoſe that the Re- 
velation-was general, is only a 
may be; and we may. more war: 
rantably ſay , what if it was not 
general ? I y 

3. LET us now come to ex- 
amin the dangerous effects of rhis 
Dogtrin of this abſolute 'and un- 
conditional Decrees, and the bad 
conſequences _ which naturally 
proceed - from it. . 1. I have 
ſhewed 'thar it deſtroys the free- 
dom. af Humane nature. And 
: C 3 2- That 
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2: That it makes all lawfull means 
tnneceſſary , ſee the Period of Hui 
mane Life, pag. 103. 3. It leaves 
no place for praiſe to the learned 
Phy ylician, nor for diſpraiſe to the 
killful - Em pyrick , 43 'FO5, 
And 4. I this Doctrin be- pur- 
' ſued 'ro the uttermoſt , it enga- 
ges men to expole themſelves 
like fools or f E120 men to ay Jan: 
er. 
+ BUT 2. . Although God has 
not abſolutely Decreed every fus 
ture aRion:, yer 'he hath an uni- 
verſal and certain cognifance of 
every thing.'-'For 1. That 1 may: 
argue (as they ſpeak) ad hominers, 
T hope the Author will not deny 
that God'knows every thing that 
Is poſſible, and'yet no man ever 
faid + that God | decrees © what 
things are poſſible, and what nor. 
God knew how-to raiſe up Chil- 
dren unto C2brahay out 'of the 
my , and yetI think there was 
© Decree - concerning ' this. 
b = wer of . God 
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3, God knows whagſoever is true, 
but, all future actions are, true, 
i, it! he. true, that, Tim died, this 
day. in ſuch a,plaggy and.of, ſuch 
a malady this was from Eternity 
trye.,r that he ſhould dye this day, 
and in ſuch a.plage.,.. But ye-ſa., 
an. ac40n 15. n9tifuture ,. bye. bes 
caule it is decreed. ,u,t2ſw., That 
[ may; quickly ,difpatch. this, I 
ſhall. now freely impart what has 
fully 'for a long tune , ſatisfied 
me, .* 1,923 307 ol; 
.T HE great and wile Creator, 
out of /his meer plealure, freely 
Created this. Worlds; ang, fyrni- 
ſhed it with.yarieties, of..Crea 
tures. +, of, different .. natures iz 
amongſt thoſe ,>-Man mags: aſter 
the Image of his. Maker, . was. 
created a .free., Agent. . ,. Now. 
ſincc,the Eternal Wildom thought 
it, expedient ,, that. there Gouldhe 
ſuch a-Creatureas Man, ,we muſt; 
- nar: take fromihim. thar, freeprin; 
ciple beſtowed upon him in. hys 
AB Re Rn 
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_ m fince it's bow 
eaſure 'of Heaven 5 thar 
om bs all his a@ions' ſfliould/ ag 
mely and without conſttaint |, 
r reaſon. have''we t6- think 
his there is 'ahy/abſolute Decree 
which is inconſiſtent with! this 
freedoih : * | Ad thu, that there 
ever was ſuch a Creature as Man, 
his 15 'the meer reſult of 'the-Di- 
yine! Will; 'that Man a&s' freely 
and without! conſtraint , this - 15 
allo the effect, of Divine Good: 
neſs; and thus all things [depend 
upon/ the Divine ll. And be- 
cauſe' the Divine” Knowledge! 1s 
infinite; he therefqre knows every 
thing 'that Man's t6' a& ; for 
whatſoever he ' "26s" is tree}; and 
fo conſequentially was from Ecer- 
nity! true," This - methinks' -is 
2' plain' and eats"! way ,''to- /ſe- 
ctre''” both the!!! — - 

the''' Divine ' Ps 
=_y ifeedom of " Hind o Ne 
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i HAV ING - thus: diſpatched 
the!e :two'rhings iT propoſed ,-I 
now retura to the Autlior , where 
firſt : we' find} him fighting luſtily 
with Molina and "Fonſeca, and 
Curſing their Baſtard ( begotten, 
he ſays, in:thedark;,: pardon this 
innocent piece of 'Drollery ) $c#- 
extia 'meata., with Job's imprecati- 


on '- x LDH 7 
ALTHOUGH "it be a dis 
reſſion ro: ditcourſe: df: this , yet 
Neck the Author thinks he has 
thereby. ruined and / undermined 
all I have ſaid, I ſhall follow the 
Author, and briefly examin his 
arguments he urges againſt this 
Do&trin.” : (1173'7 
T H-E.: finft aſſault: he makes; 
is, That 7 bave reconrſe'to the 
Jeluiticab':Port, _ dfaſw; 'He har 
ving before compared me to 'a 
Ship toffed with a grear::Storm , 
It 1s No wonder though. I be glad 
co. get''ta-any- ſafe-Haven; if 
belongs:to:the Feſuites,: the bal 


neſs 
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is, ſecure..q And I am; ſure, the 
Author's: Dor in of; Phyſical pre- 
determination: 0 16 | the: inventign 
of the Doniucins ; Jane fymnu'ergo 

res. F-] Diels 4 41343 wintli s 
-i BU T:are:! there ;no TN79tetant 
Divines,''wiio : own and;-main- 
tain, that Gat knows: thatumany 
things ſhould have been future, 
if. ſuch and Tbch iconditibos had 
been placedz.,,Does the Avthor 
know', that: Gomarms , Walew , 
, and many other Foreign Theolges, 
have recourſe: to Scientia medi ; 
And at /home:,, how: many .lear- 
ned Doors do defend ts; Nay 
indeed your own D. Twif,: who 
ſeems to::bel:one off. the/ greateſt 
Enemies to 4t,- yet maintains a 
notion every:whit as.unconcieve- 
able (as yow.are pleaſed. to call 
this )' his -Nreretum generate ; de 
cieudis. Creatures agere , « congru- 
onter ipſaruaninaturts ,; 154 may. bez 
ng mubh different from;this. | :, 
Toll | "BUY 


hh font. he 3 {> YA ot 7 bes © 


mm, _ " _—_— — w_ YH» _ 


(43 ) 

BUT if the:opmion be: trae ; 
it matrers not miich who! defends 
it, Let'us' now':hear what' he 
Objects. 7-ſball ( fays the) only in 
a word oy 'two' mmunifeff. the nncon: 
cieVeablenaſ of this poſition, Anuſw. 
I dare: hazard for-alÞ this promiſe; 
he ſhall Haye thirdly beloved, *ere 
he has done. His firſt word is , 
Since antecedemly to'the Decree. all 
things art parely: 'poffible , bow ca 
God know that ſuch things are either 
abſolutely or conditionally future ? 
Anſw. 1. I confeis God always 
knows things as they are, ſo that 
if there 'be nothing future, - he 
could not -know them to be fu- 
ture. -2.'F grafit that it is only 
thereſulr of the Divine Goodnels, 
that there was ever ſuch a Crea- 
ture as man. Yet-- 5, Since God 
did make man free Agent, and 
gave hm (power to 'a&t without 
conſtraint not Phylically prede- 
termining'-his Will-;”nor by'any 
abfolare -'Decrce-* 'tatally -*over- 
HEE 6 ' powering 
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poweririg:chis inclinations ,' lea- 
ving. biew no liberty for chaice : 
Hence it 1s.''that all and every 
act' that man echcits, 1s certainly 
fore-known , although -not .ablo- 
Jutely determined. For by vertue 
of that Primitive Precept, men act 
as freely, as rational Agents act ne- 
ceſlarily. -'_. -:* T8 
_. AND. thus that grand Obje- 
Eion does- not militate againſt us, 
For. we grant that antecedently to 
the Decree, Man, and all his 
future actions were only poſſible, 
| but: after Almighty God had de- 
_ creed- or purpoled to make Man , 
all his furure actions, although 
pot abſolutely. determined , were 
yer certainly known ; and the rea- 
ſon; of both; is, becauſe Man be- 
ing'madea free Agent, there can 
be no ablolute: Decree. everting 
and: overthrowing his nature, 
and ſince he,was to elet ſuch and 
fuch-;4Rions.,'' an infinite under- 
fiandingi behoved to know them. 


(45) 

H1S ſecond argufnent is; That 
all knowledge depending upon condi-' 
tions, «firſt ſuſpended, and ſecondly. 
conjectnral, Anſw.. We- do not" 
ſay that Divine Knowledge does: 
| depend upon conditions , all that 
. we claitty;' is', that» God knows 
that! miany | things'ſhoald: . have: 
been future, if ' the conditions 
had been placed : And: this we 
judge-'15 altogether. 'agreable- to 
Sacred Writ. So that' it is only 
the futarition of things; and not 
the Divine-Knowledge;; that. de- 
.pends upon conditions! 

*T'I'S true, man'being a free 
Agent, *he'may either a& or not 
act , even; then when. all things 
requiſite;'for ating: are-placed : 
bur yet'it rnuft be granted, that 
the Wilt:cannot always-hang in 
an equilibrio;.. fince it 1s a lelf- 
determining principle 47! 1t muſt 
either will or «| the doing of 
ſuch a! rhing, and this /an 10&- 
nite intelleRt doth certainly know. 
722881 3: HE 
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3. HE, Objeds; There. is 10- 
thing conditionally future it reſpect 
of God: For either the Condition is 
tobe placet'/ and ſv it becomes abſe- 
Iutcly futwre; cor elſe; 4:44 newer to 
be plated , and ſoit & enly poſſible. 


<Anſw, L ave. Genet heard 


this ' argument urged ;--as;: if it; 
were unanſwerable; -but T1 mult 
confels , if -tfiy : judgment be any 
ways regardable , it 15 the only 
relulc. of: igabrance..-.;For | firſt, 
thoſe who-urge it; ſeem to miſtaky 
what is matic, whe: men di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt things ablolute- 
ly : and:/:tanditionally -future. 
Things abſolutely future, ate thoſe 
things which do not deperid,upon 
any condition; but things cond:r- 
tionally futnre ;; are Huch things as 
are really ;furute, if; the |conditi- 
ons be placad; and (hould:not have 
| been future yi&k they had. ot been 
placed. ' _:; 

NOW; although the condition 
be nat TE yet os” differ 
hugely 


. py ry Oy. _—_ 
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hngly "no things *which , are 
mee b offiblez' for the things 
_ nicefly* oifible , are” not future 
wpon'th placing: 'of 'awfrat{Gever 
wr yr :' but ' ththb5condiridd 
future, os Mr” beett 

both Fitlitd,” if its ronditions 
ha beet Plated. a 

BUT the Artis 4s; Thit 
all coMilitvon are iRluded is the 
abſolute" Deeree. - ' Anfiv. If there 
be ny 'cConditions indhaded in the 
Decree, ir ceaſeth-t6 be abſolute, 
a evety- mans reaſons rwill-eafily 

reach Sim. nodinh will 1 

"AF TER all'thisthe- | Author 
tells frie, #''& nof Yhilihis power to 
reromtdle ihe with my ſelf, ' Strange'? 
what an unknown quarrel is this* 
alts Pave 1 been kg tnwary as 
' to chrndict what1 tad formerly 
faid artdis- the Afrhor' willing , 
but unable to te up! the 
rence 2\\ Since he(pretends he” is 
not;”-I 'will eſſay, what may*be 


done. Firſt , te have no ground 
FHIY to 
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to think that” Godidecrees every. fur 
twre ation, And the reaſon I 
laid ſo ,- wasy;: becauſe there. are 
many .ſioful; ations which the 
Majeſty of-Heayen forbids.,' and 
therefore Hogs;not; ablalucely.,De- 
cxee them-; And:yet 1 grant , that 
the moſt contingent. actions. depend 
inimediately npon. the Divine; Will : 
Becauſe the.reaſog.why Man was 
made 4 free Agent , andafts with- 
out conſtraint;; is.,- becauſe God 
did: Will-both.:| - i391; 
AND. thus; 1. baye ,cxamined 
what the Author brings in defence 
of 'his Own; "OP1N1ON. ow, F "COME 
now. to. ſurvey. what he ,an- 
Iwers to what I. urge againſt it. 
And: [ OTE 11 $4 < THT $4 or $41; 
4: I::I TOLD; That, this De- 

ffrin is a good plea; for withed, nen. 

To this he Anſwers, 2hat;7n the 

Schools they peak, of 4 Bs Ga De- 

cree, the one; effettive,, the other 

permiſfive. ,i Reply, 1 haye already 

dilgovered - the inſufficiency ;N 

this 


_y 
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this Anſwer, and: therefore ſhall 
2.1 TOLD, That zt « in: 
conſiſtent with the freedom of Hu 
mane nature, In Anſwer to this; 
he alledgerh , That the decree does 
pot / yew but. helps Men to att 
freely. Reply. Let us examin if it 
be ſoz; you affirm that God has 
by, an abſolute Decree, determ1- 
ned the Period of T:t/4 his Lite, 
and that he has'alſo as abſ@lutely 
decreed every thing that he ſhall 
do; now I defire to know of T:- 
tizs, who 1s a free-Agent, that 
can do any other thing but what 
is decreed , or if. he can do other: 
wife? If you 'fay he cannot, 
then pray how 1s he left a free 
agent, ſince he muſt do all that 
is decreed , and can do no other 
thing, 7-00 
BUT he ſays, Al kinas of 
neceſſity are not inconſiſtent with 
liberty. Anſm., What then, is 
there no kind of neceſſity incon- 
D ſiſtens 
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decreed to.ordaing and if hecan 
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ſiſtent with it * And is not Man 
become a neceſſary Agent , if he 
cannot buta&t ſo;and fo? Is there 
any relifting. of the decree £ But 
he'adds, WHe' only plead for 4 de- 
termination of events, Anſw. 
The Will is ther left free, ' and 
God only determins the thing, 
but not the Will. Pray how ab- 
{urdis this in this Authors own 
judgment. | dat 5. 
3, I TOLD, That thi oi- 
wion leaves no place for praiſe to the 
learned Phyſician » nor for aiſpraiſe 
to i the 'unskilful Empyrick. He 
Anſwers, That the Phyſicians de- 


- ferve praiſe, becauſe they att as 


reely. as if there were no Decree. 
Reply. The Author had done well 
if he. had made this plain, for 
that which he alledgeth is all 
along denied by us, and the rea- 
fon we gave, was, becaule if the 
Phytician does only preſcribe thoſe 
Medicaments, he was abſolutely 


pre- 
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proferibs no ather ,| then he:defbv; 
verfv inp; praits'; fince' herdves 
= more but what heconld notbue 

do. | | "ASL ITIBII: ** 
nion by 4 genuine tonſequence"duair. 
ceth min to expoſe" themſebues tyany 
danger: For if 'the Terminus wits 
oft. inomobiles , * what 'nectk men 
fear t6/rua' upon« the mouth of 
the; roaring ''Cannon ,' if jt; be 
their-fate to.dye ,. they. cannob:iby 
all their Arc andSkilt evite death x 
if it be not fatally determined ; 
then: ler us face! any: danger, kve 
have "good enough proof againſt 
it.” * To this he anfwers, That? 
is juſt like that argnment which Sd: 
tax \ propounds 'tor.our: Lord Chrift 
Matth.'4.-6. Reply..:T am ndt ad- 
viſidg any Man ito: caſt banfelf 
upon thoſe datigery," only-T xell 
what is the conſequence. of \thne 


Dodtrin, .. Now' our bleſſed Mas 


ſter is Juſtly offended with Satan; 
becauſe of-- his malicious defign iti 
D 2 urging 
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urgihg that argument, But;there 
1t5-a0:queſtion but ithe argument 
was:{(trong,and this Chriſt does not 
challenge. | 
*<:Bu8\ (fays he): we. muff not make 
the-:ſecret determinations of the: Di- 
wne\ Councel, our .. rule, Reply." If 
they be. ſecret Councels; wecan- 
not: make them'our rule : But ſure 
they'can no: more be ſaid; tobe {e- 
eret:, ſince 1ſo..many Men: pre- 
tend:;ta:know,,, , that God- has 
ablolittely.. , determined ; - eyery 
thing. , _ 


- A .HAVE quickly diſpatched 
his: Anſwers, becauſe they are in- 


deed {ſlight . and inconſiderable, 
Now. ler us: hear how -he viadi- 
cates his opinian from that unjuſt 
(:as+he calls it). imputation I have 
caft:upon it ; namely , that I fay, 
it-# valy the opinion of the Stoicks, 
arifſed; up. in; hetter apparel: The 
wort! Fate is hateful (ſays he) i» 
the Chriſtian ' Schools, Reply. May 
| be the Author: will find himſelf 
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to be in a miſtake here'; I ſhatl 
only recommend: to him an Au- 
thor ,- with whom he ſeems'tobe 
intimately enough acquainted , 
and ' that is, YVoettn de viteter- 
mino; in Anſwer to Objea.-6. 
Apnd Philoſophos (fays he ) varie 
occurrunt fati explicationes , quarum 
aligue 2 weritate & pictate nihil 
alienum ſonant, Nec -Ueſunt 
imter antiquos et recentiores vert 
Dotti, qut Stoicotum placitum j1 
dextram partem' interpretentur.;\ 
AND indeed: any 'man that 
compares the two opinions, -will 
find them to be' upon the'matter 
the ſame: the: difference that the 
Author gives betwixt the'two ,' 
is the very ſame that I mentioned 
and told him of, But it is need- 
leſs to inſiſt here, for the thing 
oo palpable and cannot be' deni- 
we? ods error oro 
IN the laſt place the Author. 
comes to anſwer thoſe arguments 
I urged in defence of the 1wtabr- 
6 | D 3 lity 
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lity..of i the Period. of ' Humane life, 
My.firſt argument/ was , «por. the 
. obſervance | of ; the Divine Laws, 
thare ate. many promiſes in Scripture 
aſſuring ws of length of days; and 
on. the. other fide , there are many 
threatnings of eatting ſhort the days 
of the wicked, - In Anſwer to this, 
the”: Anthor - alledgeth many 
things. - ET os 
1» HE tells us, The woras pro- 
long , ſhorten, &Cc. do not properly 
ſignifie.$omake longer or ſborter., but 
only imply length or ſhortnef of days. 
Reply. I contels I do nor well un- 
derſtand this diſtinRion ; bur ſup- 
poſe the words-wete to be under- 
tood as. the Author takes them , 


yet. .all-we' plead: for ſtands firm: 


. for thoſe that: obey. the Statutes 


ſhall Jive long , | which (with 


the Author's leave) is the ſame 
with having their days prolon- 
SedbionAfot tia if 2x fl 
- 12+, 48: theſe . promiſes ( lays he) 
Goa arals with. Men, 4s Parents 


' iſe 
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ofe to deal with their ſick Children : 
They promiſe them.| many things ;; 
rather to encourage them to take the 
bitter potion preſcribed,” than out of 
a real intention to \beſlow ſuch 
things. Reply. This Anſwer is in- 
deed. unworthy to be. conſidered, 
ſince it (0 much refles upon the 
Divine wiſdom andgoodnels, of 
which we and all men ought tb 
entertain generous and becoming 
thoughts : His promiſes and 
threatnings too, are real and ſe- 
rious. It is not to allure or flat- 
ter Men to live holily , that he 
promiſeth to lengthen their days; 
when he well knows he had abſo- 
lutely fixed the Period of their 
lite. | | 
3. HE ſays, <A good life « 2 
long life , and that Abraham dazed 
in 4 good old. age , becauſe he was 4 
good dan. Reply. I know not: 
whether I ſhould {mile ar the wit 
and ingenuity of this Anſwer, 
or commend the Author - for 
D 4 his 
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his happy invention : But it mar- 
ters not which of them we ad- 

mire," | . 

4: The wicked (lays he) are ſaid 
wot to live out half their days, be- 
cauſe: according to the ordinary courſe 
of natxre, the date of their lives 
might have been longer. Reply. But 
if the Period of their lives be 
abſolutely determined, this ſuper-, 
yentent Decree takes away: that 
ſuppoſed poſſibility of their living 

)Jonger.' 2. This Anſwer 1s. to 
flight and inconſiderable as to the 

end for which it 1s. produced, 
that it does not in the leaſt agree 
with the words of the Text, for 
1n this fenſe, many godly Men 
may be ſaid not to live out half 

their days. Bur the Plalmiſt by 
fuch a phraſe holds out, that the 
1mpiety of the wicked is the cauſe 

that their days are Mhortened , 

which he could not have ſaid, if 

their days had been abſolutely de- 


termined, 
5. HE 


SE. 
5, HE ſays, The wicked may 
be ſaid not to live out half. ther 


days, in reſpett of thiir hopes and 


expettations, - Reply, The ſacred 
Text makes no mention of the 
hopes and expectations of the 
wicked ; nor does this Paraphraſe 
any ways agree with the Plalmiſts 
intention. | 

1, THE Plalmiſts intention 
was to ſh:zw.,that wickedneſs is the 
reaſon and. cauſe of Mens ſhort 
lives; Now if he had only meant 
their hopes and expectation , he 
needed not have made any men- 
tion of the wicked , for this 
might have. been applicable to the 
__ partof Men, both good and 
bad. 

2, IT agrees not with the 
Text, for it* their days be deter- 
mined , they live out their whole 
time, let them dye whenſoever : 
So that he could never have ſaid, 
They ſhall not live out half their - 
days, And indeed this had been 
ng 
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no great puniſhment inflicted upon 
the wicked for their Sins, if it 
mean only their hopes, for good 
Men may thereby be as well 1n- 
cluded: and the wicked are not a 
whit more unhappy than others , 
if the caſe be ſo, 

THE Author 1s angry with 
me, becauſe I ſaid, That if we 
conſult experience , we ſhall find the 
Religious and Vertuows Men enjoy 
ordinarily far the longeſt lives, Truly 
I ſee no reaſon to repent what I 
ſaid, nor does the wiſe Man's 
Obſervation any ways contradict 
this; for all that he aims at there, 
is to ſhew, that a good Man's 
Righteouſgeſs will not be able to 
defend him from the malice 
and cruelty of the Wicked , 
and that Wicked * Men may 
paſs on in their Sins without con- 
troll. Y. 

THAT the Divine promiſes 
are notable -encouragements to 
live holy and devoutly,. is very 
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plain wy undoubtable : But - yes 
It may be queſtioned whether , 
according. to ſome Mens princi- 
ples, they be uſeful for the foreſaid 
end, ered. 

A SECOND argumeng 

I] did urge, was taken from-the 
pious aud devont Prayers of ' the. 
Righteoms, and their turning from 
their Sins by an hearty Repentance. 
To this he Anſwers , That the Di- 
vine Statutes , althoagh they be irre- 
pealable, yet do not exclude the uſe- 
of” Prayer , becauſe it is. included in 
the Decree, Reply. I have already 
told if there be any condition , 
the Decree is not abſolute: But 
becaule .I find the Author has al- 
ways recourſe' to this fancy, I 
ſhall briefly evidence,” that the 
Author cannot make uſe of ſuch 
an evaſion, Prayer and Repentance 
( ſays the Author) are conditions 
abſolutely decreed , and therefore 
they are  meceſſary; | Reply, | The © 
Stoicks may have recourle to this, 
rg Oy i Te = 
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as well as you: For Prayer and 
Repentance, are hereby made-ne- 
cefſary, not becauſe Men elicit 
thoſe ads as- parts of their duty, 
but becauſe f ro cannot do other- 
wiſe. And thus the - Prophet 
Daniet could not but pray, that 
Gods anger ſhould be removed 
from his people 1ſrae/ ; becauſe it 
was abſplutely before decreed. 
The like was David's caſe, and 
others, mentioned by the Au- 
thor. | 
BUT by this means, the pro- 
miſes of Scripture can be of no 
uſe to induce us to live holily , 
for they are not conditional : 
Thus , if you obey the Divine 
Statutes, ye ſhall live long ; and 
# ye rebel, ye ſhall be puniſhed. 
But you ſhall obey the Divine pre- 
cepts, and live long ; - and you ſhall 
live wickedly, and have your days 
ſhortned. * 

T H A:T Prayer and Repen- 
tance have been the means of pro- 
longing 
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. longing many Mens lives', 1is-ob- 
vious to experience z. ſome few 
inſtances to confirny ſq plaia a 
truth, -1-laid down.in-the firſt 
diſcourſe. I ſhall therefore now. 
only- examin- the Author's An- 

{wer. 332 vevs ww tet. 
- THE. firſt inſtance. was con- 
cerning the caſe of 'Nineveh , 
where I told, That their Repen- 
#ance did prevent the Execution of 
the threatned Judgment, To this 
he anſwers; 1.: That. Prayer and 
Repentarce do nt mote God tochange 
his Decree. Reply, We do not ſay 
that they do, only we ſay, there 
was No abfolute, but conditional 
Decree in the caſe. ' 2. He ſays, 
That their Repentance was from 
Eternity decreed, Reply. How then 
could the threatning be ſerious ? 
Do you think that a holy, wile, 
and juſt God would threaten to 
inf a Judgment upon a people, ]. 
when he had abſolutely decreed 
that ſuch a Judgment ſhould not 
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be. inflited? ''Fo this, which he 
could not but take notice of, he 
anſwers , ' That 'ſuch threatnings 
only. imply ;'- that the nature of the 
crime deſerved: to be punifbed ' with 
this Tudement; Reply. 1 know the 
merit of every Sin 1s death , but 
this is no Anſwer to the difficulty, 
for the threatning notonly:mplies 
the” demerit of the offence/;-but 
alſo expreſly 'declares, that the 
Fudgment.'threatned ſhould be 
inflicted ,' if: they did not by their 
| Prayers and :Repentarice- prevent 
the Execution of .it- oo 
A SECOND. inſtance] 
urged, was. Hezekiah's recovery , 
ec. To this he Anſwers; t, That 
we muſt” diftinzniſh between the 
threatnings and decrees "of God. 
Reply. Well, we ſhall obſerve this 
caution, but upon this proviſo, 
that the Author will not make 
the threatning inconſiſtent Fith 
the Decree: tor if God had abſo- 
lutely decreed that Hezekiah ſhould 
| not 
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not dye till the fifteen years were 
expired, then how* could: the 
threatning, Thos ſhalt ſarely dye and 
not live;be ſerious? But that the firſt 
was -not abſolutely: decreed a 
| —_— plain; for otherwiſe] 
ow could-' the fifteen years be 
ſaid to have been added ro hs 
life = 
2. HE ſays, The denunciation 
of' death was 4 conditional commina- 
tion. abſolutely propounded , inducing 
Hezekiah to Repentance, having 
no reſpect to the abſulute Decree; 
Reply. ' This Anſwer is not con- 
formed nor agreeable to the Au- 
thor's principles, for he alledg- 
eth that both the threatning and 
Repentance are abſolutely decreed: 
now if the threatning had been 
an argument to engage Hezekiah 
to Repentance , we muſt ſuppoſe 
that Repentance was not abſo- 
lutely decreed, but a thing depen- 
ding upon Hezekiah's will ; other- 
wiſe both the -threatning and 
z ah Repen- 
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Repentance were ſlight \ and of 
no force: Nay indeed, ſihce the 
commination + was only a Moral 
at, it might have been an ineffi- 
cacious motive. But ſince it had 
(as the Author will ſay) its effi- 
cicy from; the internal operation 
of the holy. Spirit , hence 1s it , 
that Repentance can be no con- 
dition required on Man's part, 
fince it 1s not in his power not 
to Repent when God works it in 
him. And- truly this makes 
the threathing ridiculous, for 
how can itbea motive to induce 
to Repentance, ſince Repentance 
1s abſolutely decreed , and in time 
by a Phyſical predetermining ac 
wrought in Man nill he will 
he. | | 

HOW the Author will - be 
able to abſolve himlelf from ha- 
ving any reſpect to the two dan- 
gerous opinions, he fays we mult 
by all means avoid , I with he 
would ſeriouſly conſider, 
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I D'Q not well underſtand the 
meaning. of one. phraſe the , 
thor. uſeth , VIZ, T hat God Ai nat 
will that Hezekiah fits of whe 
he threatued him ; ; only bed 
that' there ſhould be ſuch. P ui 
wing. This is inde pretty ſub 
tile, but] know not for what. =nd 
it was brought: Sure it isnot very 
pertinently alledged, if he thinks 
hereby-to prove , that there is no 
oppoſition between the Decree 
and the threatning; as may. a 
hi. by what :;E have alr A 


. WE — diſtinguiſh (ſays 
he 5 -bettveen the conjetfural certain- 
ty of death, inferred from the fatat 
events which frequently accom ary 
dangerous Diſeaſes; and the infallik 
certainty of death, inferred from t the 
Decree, Reply. The diſtin&ion is 
without controverſie good , and 
it is. but reaſon we believe it g 
but I. aſſure the Author's appli- 
cation 1s not alyays allowable 


P4 


TT 
T ſhall make this out by conſidering 
very wt a tes this F pie 
' reſbe ' the firſt: (lays he) 
Herolialis death might have been 
ſaid*ro be certain.” Reply. We ate 
not to debate what might have 
been, but what really was. Now 
that denunciation, Thos ſhalt cer- 
tainly dye and mot live , 'was no 
conjecture taken from the danger 
of the diſeaſe , but a prediction or 
prophecy revealed by God to his 
torvine Jazeh, 77S 
ANOTHER inſtance I ur- 
ged, was Jer. 18. 7, 8. where 
we have a lively proof of the 
vertue and efficacy of Prayer agd 
Repentance. To this: he repeats 
his old anſwer, 'That they are there- 
fore efficacious becauſe included in 
the Decree,” Reply. If they be in- 
deed as abſolutely decreed as the 
end, then they are truly efficaci- 
ous, but not'as conditions requi- 
red of us to perform , but be- 
Cauſe they * cannot * but be efÞ- 
ar Ee 0 nn  =* 
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cacious, becauſe , decreed : And 
thus all things come to pals fa- 
tally. 

A THIRD argument to 
prove that our lives may be ex- 
tended or ſhortened, I urged from 
the uſe of Medicaments. To this 
he Anſwers, That tt u 4 precart- 
ous principle to ſeparate the means 
from the end , ſince the Decree us of 
both, Reply. If the Decree inclu- 


ding both be abſolute, then both - 


the means and the end mult be : 
But then, as I already told, the 
means are placed not in reference 
to the end, but. becauſe they 
could not but be placed. There 
were but two conſequences which 
we have always alternatively ur- 
ged; namely, if the Period of 
Humane life be abſolutely deter- 
mined, then either Humane care 
and induſtry is needlels, ſince all 
the Medicaments of rhe World 
cannot prolong our life one mo- 
meat beyond the Divine decrees 
| E 2 nor 
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nor the negle& thereof ſhorten 
our life : - Or elſe thoſe Medica- 
ments we muſt uſe are likewiſe 
abſolutely decreed,, and then we 
mult of .neceflity ule them : And 
thus all care and choice , all con- 
ſulration and deliberation is quite 
deſtroyed. The skillful Phyfitian 
upon this account deſerves no 
praiſe, nor the ignorant any .chal- 
leng ;. for the neceſlity that is pla- 
ced excludes both. 

NOW if the opinjon the Au- 
thor maintains does not condemn 
the ule of Medicaments, yet it 
1ntroduceth a fatal neceſſity,which 
1s every. whit as repugnant as the 
former, and inconſiſtent with the 
principles of Reaſon and Religi- 
ON. -* 

AND thus Abraham could 
not negle& the care of his Son 
F/aac , and Hezektah could not but 
uſe the means, notwithſtanding 
he knew fifteen years ſhould be 
added to his life : for inthe Au- 
Sw gh 


q 


” 1b 
thor's judgment both were abſg- 
lutely decreed. | 


4. 1 TOLD, Nothing « more 


evident., than that there are ſeve- 
yal things which have a Phyſicat, 
efficacy, both in the prolonging and 
Darte mg of our lives. He An- 
fwers', 1. That God does mot hin- 
der ſecond cauſes from atting , atcor-, 
ding :to_ that power he hath implay-. 
ted iw them, Reply. Although this 
be no Anſwer to' the, argument 

yet I ſhall take notice of it, as 1 


have done of many things which 


did not much deſerve.to be regar- 
ded... And ' 1. That God daes 
not' for ordinary hinder ſecond 
caules' from acting , according to 
that power implanted in them in 
their Creation, is true :- But yet, 
in extraordinarycales;the ſupreme 
Govefnor of the World may 
overpower the Wills of the free 
Agents, and:;hinder them froti 
acting what theis Wills are bent 
to commit, and he may impede 
Tt 4 natu- 
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natural Agents in ating what na- 
turally they are determined to do, 
But 2. How.can the Author ima- 
gin this to be reconcileable with 

is opinion 2 - For it 1s the nature 
of a free Agent to elicit actions 


freely, but if God has from the 


out-goings of Eternity abſolutely 
decreed every thing they ſhall do, 
they are no more left at liberty to 
dod or not do, but they moſt of 
neceſſity elicit the a they arede- 
termined to. But the Author 
adds, That all things which con- 
duce, either to the prolonging ore ſhort- 
ning of our life , are included in the 
Decree, Reply. .If they be indeed 
included in the Decree ,. then it 
is not abſolute bur conditional , 
and upon fore-fight of mens being 
placed in thoſe circumſtances ; 
but if he ſay that all circumſtances 
are abſolutely decreed, then I again 
tell him that he muſt ſhew us how 
all things come not to paſs by a Fa- 
tal neceſſity, 

THE 


: _Y,.3 | 
THE; laſt; argument I,urged,. 
was: :i That: many <Hen had eg 
longer ,, if they had net fooliſhly qx- 
poſed themſefoes-to danger, Tot US 
he- Anſwers , "That Mens expoſing 
themſelves to danger wasincluded tn 
the Decree, 208; If the, Author 
means that God. did foreſee all, the 
circumſtances which-Men are pla 
ced in, ,if time, and then decreed 
the Period of their life z he tay 
indeed ſay, that Mens expoſing 
of .themſelves to.danger 1s igclu- 
ded in the Decree: But ,1t he 
thinks that God did. decree that 
Men ſhould be expoſed to thoſe 
dangers which put a Period to 
their lives ; then he entertains 
unbecoming thoughts of God; and 
wherever he learned this Dodtrin, 
I am ſure it hath bo Foundation 
in Scripture. See this more fully 
cleared, Period of Humane Life, pag. 
pda. nb 
THERE remains no more 
how , but that I conclude witti 
E 4 try 
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my __ Intreaty that! Men 
would” heartily 'comply with- the | 
laft words of the ory dif. þ 
cbutſe;- natnely', That it &« our | 
| wifttons and :  adVaptage to lpve. # | 
Pon who kzow that- &re long «| 
bd ſhall be ppt #0 their Brings, 
the Author  be' offended that I 
3 Conlidered bis -Anſwer,; 1 
f hall et him by ” | 


ww " Nw a vellew, ſed me mee 
"Fs trahebunt. | | 


4 pyrenec. | 
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APPENDIX 


WHEREIN SEVERAL | 


OBJECTIONS, 


URGED 
In private Conferences, are examined, 
TOGETHER WITH / _ 

A Survey of Mr. Gar t's 
ſevere, but groundleſs charge. 


HE great deſire I have 
to «clear. all doubts 
. which. can: be urged a- 


. gainſt #he opinionI de- 
fend, has engaged\me in ſeveral 
private conferences to try what 
arguments men of better judg- 

: ment 


LEE 

ment than my ſelf can pro? 

But the truth is , inſtead of ar- 
guments , all;I could hear urged 
was odigus cenſures , which as I 
have always accounted 'unqueſti- 
onable evidences of a bad caule, 
ſo do I 'apprehend that method 
very incongruous, either: to-con- 
vince others, or to find out the 
a. | ic 

And although I have no great 
defire to put my hand 'into-'a Hot- 
nets Neſt, yet becauſe I now in- 
tend to put a cloſe to this debate , 
I ſhall briefly examin all thoſe par- 
ticular charges I have met with, 
hoping that henceforth men will 
ſhew more candor and ingenuity , 
and not raſhly and inconfiderately 
calumniate an Author they know 
-not, nor condemn an opinion 
with hard words, when they can 
urge nothing: of reaſon againſt 


it, - 


iy The 
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\ The firſt muy charge I mer 
with, 1s, that the opinion I de- 
fend is not -Orthodox',' and that the 


- Author-is an 4Arminian;- this cen- 


ſure I have in part already-confide- 
red, I ſhall therefore now only de2 
fire to: know by what rule they 
meaſure an opinion'to be true or 
falle 2 If they will make Scripture 


judge, I am ſure their charge is 


falle, ſee Period of Humane Life , 
pag. 118, 119, &c. Nay, if 
they will bat ſtand to the determi- 
nation of reaſon, they will find 
themſelves at a loſs, but if they 
run from Scripture and reaſon, 
and make their own crooked faney 
the rule, I cannot help the mat- 
ter. & | 
Common experience convin- 
ceth us, that the- moſt uncouth 
notion is judged Orthodox by ſome 
men, and that the beſt opinion 
has not had the good hap to be en- 
tertained by all men-; but the odi- 
ous cenſuresof men is not enough 
| ro 


* 
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to make a good opinionbad, other- 
wiſe: we ſhould be continual ſeek- 
ers, but never find one Truth, 
. . I confeſs they are but little ac- 
quainted, ;with the Writings of 
Orthodox |Divines, who {ay they 
oppoſe the, mutability of ' the Pe- 
riod of Humane Life, for my own 
part I could never find any con- 
demn it but the Szoicks of old 
and of late:;Mr. Hobbs, and his 
Diſciples, and thoſe who run up 
to the abſolute decrees of EleQion 
and Reprobation, And although 
it be rejeted and diſallowed by 
ſuch, yet I hope they are not the 
ogly Orthodox Divines; | | 
The preſent age (God be thank- 
ed) is wiſer than to be affrighted 
with the word _{rminien;. thoſe 
who uſe - ſueh  Objetions may 
pleaſe- themſelves to diſpute with 
Children; but if they combat 
with Men, they will be but jeered 
and contemned, , I confels ſome 
few years ſince it was ſcandal 
| enough 
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enough to be called an <Armins- 
an ; but thoſe dark-days are gone, 
and I hope in after ages that which 
ſome men:account an opprobrious' 
charge; thall be eſtcemed Honou- 
rable, . SN BURT 
— Notwithſtanding - all this,” I 
do not. ſay that I am an CArmi- 
ian, nor am I offendedat others 
who call rhemſelves prone” o\ 
But: methinks it were more Chri- 
ſtian like to-reje&. all fuch-names 
which- keep. up differences a- 

mongſt us:;; than to ſay”, '7 am of 
Paul ,' and Zof Apollo, anda third 
diſtin&-from- both ,. / aw: of Ce-' 
'' 2. Some men have told 'me, if- 
the ſhortning or lengthening out 
of our life doth depend upon our: 
ule, or negledt of the means, then 

Gods particular providence in Go- 

verning the World is enervated, if 
not quite deſtroyed, - » 0 

' cAnfw, 1 have been far rather 

induced to believe, that-the An- 
Rn Þ ©  tithelis 
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titheſis-of-theiopinion we defend, 
oppoſeth the Divine. providence ; 
for truly if all things are fatally 
fixed from Eternity by an'abſolute 
Decree; ,whether there be”any- 
providence or not, things mult: 
come.'tq paſs, according to that 
ſempiternal ſeries and concatena- 
tion of- cauſes; but: by maintai- 
ning the.mutability.of the Period: 
of Human:Life, the Divine: pro-. 
vidence;/ doth moſt conſfuctioully. 
appear , ſometimes in- removing 
thoſe things, which: ſhould have 
put a Period to our Beings: ſoine- 
times permitting us ta:beexpoſed- 
to unſeen and unexpected dangers. : 
O how' wonderful,:: wiſe, and 
myſterious are the.-ways of God !: 
His Providence is univerſal, and 
extending to the moſt” inconlide- 
rable a&tions. But yet we muſt 
not fooliſhly imagin, men .are 
acted like meer Machins, The Di-. 
vine proyidence doth not deſtroy 
the innate freedom - of Human 

natures, 
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patures, It is indeed evident by 
the light of nature, that the great 
Creator of the World ſhould er- 
der and govern it. No Parent:i is 
ſo regardleſs of his Children as to 
expole:them, to. the dangers of the 
World. The. very, Brvkes, by.. 2 
oatural, inſtin& guard,” ſecure, 
and. take care - F "their young. 
And can we think that our kind 
Creator who has im (Ee theſe 
prigciples of Care an Kindneſs. in 
his: Creatures towards their. off- 
ſpring, ſhall be les regardleſs of 
bis own Creatures. _ 

We.then heartily accord. that 
the Divine prontience is. vigilant 
.and univerſal , and. the opinion 
we maintain gives us all the en- 
couragements-that can be , toen- 
tertain ſo noble. and generous 
thoughts of that adorable Being , 
who upholds us in Being. How 
frequently had a Period been; put 
to our lives, if his watchful eye 
and careful providence es Poet 

ECU- 
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xed-'ug from imminent ' 'dan- 
gers, . wii "FSG & 

When 6 oniller thavthe Peri- 
od-of 'my* Tife is not immurably 
and'aloforehy fixed',' bur riidy/ be 
Miljors of ways ſhortened;, this 
encourages'me{ts taſt' my, fu up- 
on' the Diyine care- and 'provi- 
detice.' But; fo others who-are of 
a. contrary opr I confeſs I 
caninor fee how the) / have any mo- 
tive todd fo,, for 'they being once 
confit in'that'opinion', - that 
theird4ys can'neither beextended: 
nor ſhortened ,: they need' uſe no 
difigence for their ſafety'; they 
. canaot be encouraged to: addreſs 
themſelves to their Heavenly Fa-- - 
ther by Prayer, fince all Care,Dili- 
gence, Prayer, &c, are ineffe- 
tual, and cannot alter the deter- 
mination. 

' 2: * Others have told me, that 
Imake the Creature independent; 

cAnſw. They: may as well ſay, 
L make the Creature the Creator, 


for 
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for both are equally falſe, I confeſs 
it is not in my power to keep 
men from! deducing illegal con- 
ſequerices, and leading an opi- 
nion with inferences it is ut- 
terly utiacquainted with: yet , 
ſince they ate pleaſed to obſerve 
this method, I will firſt vindi- 
cate my own opinion, and then 
examin whether theires can be 

tnore juſtly condemned. 
Firſt ,, then altho I grant that 
the Period of Humane Life, is 
for Ordinary ,. Mutablez yet, I 
conftantly affirm, That God is 
the Supream Moderator a9d Go- 
-verner of the world, and is this 
to make the Creator independent? 
nay, Almighty God. not only 
adhibets a general concurfe, but 
he alſo in a. more (ſpecial and 
neem gey providence, either af- 
ords or withdraws occaſions of 
Safety: It is in his power to. 
Shorten or Prolohg out lives, 
and this he does many different 
' wayes, 


( P? ) 
IE wehis here they : are 
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* , els om regard them , but 
by en, Dy Fr wi Srraprdinary.. Pro- 
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may eaſily appear that t 

Perigd,, of Humane Life is FRE 
immutably * fixt; for ſince man. 
acts treely , 'he may. : Either chuſe 
or rejett, thisort ct! 1er means, 
upon h.ths extention,. or 4b- 
TTIRRGAY, By hh Li fe confiſts. 
.. And Yer Mn an, is ; ot hereby 
ALE. 2ſt pena Ng; or 
Np Ny Foo penny fs 
ba e cannot pals , r 
being q T2 for all" Th. once. F 
al Ta ol he” -A 0. abſolute 


FOE 5, bl he. 15 not gem pred 
fro oh vine Mo FHenth 
Hat kak Ni s, Send "the 
contrary gpiniog. 5 "Alt 1208 h they 
grant"rhat. man; dogs 1 n. alt” his 
ging depe dt upon God, yet, 
they of neceffity. mb Ueny that 
ig Dhl rn depends, upon him? 
for,, . belides the . Divine eternal 


Yoliion, they more over add a 
'F2z Phyſical 
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Phyſicat predetermMing influx , 
efficacioully and irrefiftably mo- 
viog the will, which muſt ne- 
ceſlarily mediate between the 
Creator and Man. | 
And thus, although God has 
not abſolutely decreed the Period 
. of every Mans Life, nor does 
by a Phyſical predetermining 
impulſe move him toaQ, which 
ſhould make him rather a Ma- 
chin than a Man, yet Man 1s not 
PIRATES in ating, but de- 
pends immediately upon the Di- 
vine Will, as I have already ex- 
plained, © | 
Indeed he who thinks the 
Creature is independent,” if it 
be not Phyſically predetermined 
to a&t, entertains a ſtrang no- 
tion of independency: for it is 
certain that the Humane Wll is 
not thus predetermined to finful 
a&s, and I alſo defire to know if 
neceflary agents be thus acted : me- 
thinks ſuch a ſuperadded deter- 
mination 


(85 ) 

mination is very needleſs ſince 
that natural propention, which 
the great Creator endued them 
with, is fixed and permanent 
and ſufficient enough to de- 
termin them to a: for in- 
ſtance the Fire, by it's natural 
determination, neceſſary burns the 
wood, and.it needs no impulle , 
or ſuperadded motion to determin 
it, and yet neither the Human 
Will nor free agent are indepen- 
dent beings. | 

But not to inſiſt 1a the refuta- 
tion of ſuch trivial cenfures , 
which the Authors can neyer form 
1a mode and figure againſt what . 
I have laid down in that diſcourſe, 
I ſhall now in the cloſe examin 
Mr. Geles ſevere charge laid 
down in his Court of-the Geztiles 
part 3. page. 

As an Appendix (Says he) to 
natural Philoſophy, we may add 
Medicine which has had a power- * 
full influence upon Athei'me in 

F 3 this 
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this. regard, becauſe theſe proud 
Naturaliſts ng by long ex- 
perience many exce ſlent | Ir 
ties, virtues and Medicinal ;in- 
fluencics , in ſeveral Minerals ; 
tones, Plants, Animals}; ' ec. 
ence would fain perſwade them- 
ſelves and the World, the' term 
of Mans Life was nor fixt but 
variable and  determinable © b 
their art and Medicaments , whic 
piece of Atheiſm continues to 
this very, day yery common. | 
'Methinkes Mr. Gale if he had 
been ſo good ' natured, might 
have very well ſpared this Scan- 
dalous langpage and not have 
treated thoſe Learned men fo 
( vemprooullys but I ſee it is 
is humor to make every thing 
| have an influence upon Atheiſm , 
and to quarrel with all Philoſophy 
but his own Reformed, Scheme : 
and yet it is'ten to one if ſome 
b natured Inquiſitive men find not 


tr onde vanity , and waliepley it 
is 


LE +3 3 


87 ) 
fis'> own, which hethet it may 
arile, Th the Nabiey j.pnd. malig- 
nity of e obje& Or 2. Fromm 
ba - Vanity anc "alihity of 'th 
ſubject. 'Or, 3 fxom. he curfe'o 
wk or both, . 15:41 Enc Juiry 1 
100, 'Jeterinin i, tilt bericr 
work and whartgies theſe Phra» 
ſes by ts | 
ethinks it is a ſtra 

hive xo he is. ſo much ris 
with ia Phitofophers, firice; 
alleadges as a prime « cauſe bf vain 
Philo Boky, the innate”, Cots 
genite. darkneſs or the native 
ignorance of the underſtanding; 
now how unreafonable is it to 
challenge men for. ctring if, ig- 
noragce be congenigte or native 
to the underſtanding: He may 
as well. be angry with them. be- 
caule © -they had. not theſe clear 
revelations of the Divine mind 
we ate now bleſſed with: 

Aid yet, although there were 

many errors in their Philoſophy, 

F 4 we 
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we muſt not. therefore condem 
natural Philoſophy nor reje& al! 
thoſe arts and (Ciences which have 
errors neceflary ( in this ___—_ 
ſtate) annexed to them, if we do 
ſo we muſt reje all arts and ſcien- 
ces andeven his (I had almoſt mil- 
| taken and ſaid ) own reformed 
Philoſophy. That Idolatry, Athe- 
iſm, &c. are the effes of natural 
Philoſophy, is a dangerous poſition 
of the Authors, for by the dark 
light of nature men may know 
that there is a God and that 
Divine worſhip and adoration is 
only to be given to that Supream 
and Adorable Being , and if natu- 
ral Philoſophy be rejeted how 
ſhall we be able to diſpute with 
Atheiſts who wickedly deride 
Sacred Writ, __” -[f 
But as natural Philoſophy hath 
no powerful influence upon A- 
theiſm, ſo neither hath Medi- 
cine, which he adds as an ap- 
pendix $0 the former, however 
| rc 
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the Authors unbounded Zeal 
tranſports him beyond the juſt 
bounds of civility and modera- 
tion, _ , 

 Andnow, that Imay morepar- - 
ticularly examin this: cenſure, I 
ſhall firſt ſhew that Mr, Gales me- 
mory isas weak as his judgment ! 
and that he hasquite forgot that he 
makes this piece of Atheiſm the ef- 
mY of Pagan Philoſophy. Second- 

, I ſhall make it evident that thoſe 
proud (as he imprudently and 
with more arrogance calls them ) 
Naturaliſts were neither proud 
in there obſervations he con- 
temns, nor proud in the infe- 
rence deduced from thence: and 
Thirdly, I ſhall make it plain 
that Mr. Gale may be juſtly 
charged with maintaining more 
dangerous opinions. 

I begin with the Firſt, to 
ſhew that Mr, Gale elſewhere 
ſeems tq condemn himſelf for 
ſaying, thay it is the effeft of 

HERE Pagan 


(50) 

Fi 3n | Philolor phy to ay, the 
io> of Erin Life is va- 
Me; to make out this | that 
only delire him to review part 4, 
| wr 455; -whete he "Will find 
ins if faying 1 am hack 7 ignorant 
(the der be 9les Mr. Gales Y how 
5h Pt Ht, as well jvines 
Phifitiays , 7 of eſſa ved to exempt 
i, 2 Poo; od or, terhi of Huinnabe” Life 
oh ST * dtret mination. 
; *DZv} We. Protdencte ; © bat, how 
wth tht hypotheſis contrilitt beth 
Le nn abit Chart Philoſophy , :5+þiHl bs 
# fully evidtnt, by 15 follobes: 
- Now, methinkes the 'Aiithor 
fook too much pains ro, note, 
*t an effect of Pagan ur Thiele 

by, which he confefſeth, 
contradited- by it : but” not bo 
take any more notice 'of- the 
Authors , fighting with himſelf: 
F ſhall proceed ro the Second, 
Namely, that Phiſitians were 
neither Arrogant in'there obſer- 
vations, he 1s pleaſed to men- 
tion 


| C3 
tion none yet in that inferere 
deduced from hence. __ 
' Firſt they were nor proud in 
cheir obſervations?” for to- take 
notice of the excellent qualities 
- and Vittues of Herbs / Minerals; 
Atimils  &c, is fo far from 
Feng diſcommended ,and repre- 
hended, that it is rather to. be 
regrated, that men- of learning 
and. abilities ſhould want encou- 
ragements to proceed in ſuch en: 

Iries: and truly thofe who lay out 
there time in ſuch a commend- 
able ftudy, will unqueſtionably 
be celebrated by poſterity , wheri 
the names of thoſe who diſcou- 
rage- them ſhall be unſavory if 
not . extinguiſhed. 

_ Can it be queſtioned by any, 
who pretends'reaſon, that there 
are excellent noble and ſpeci: 
fick vertues in ſome Plants, 
Animals, and Minerals aga- 
inſt ſeveral deſtempers 2 if ' this 
be doubted common experi: 
Wor ns roy 
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rience will abundantly atteſt its 
but ſince this is ſo plain and 
evident is it not lawfull from 
hence to infer that the Period 
of Human Life, is not abſolutely 
fixt: for if this were true it 
were needleſs to ſearch out the 
vertues apd effects of thoſe 
things, which can be uſed to 
no purpoſe, 

But the great charge is, that 
to affirm the term of Mens lives 
is mutable, is 4 prece of Atheiſm, 
To prevent ſuch calumanies 

there is no help but according 
to the old ſaying ſe accuſaſſe 5at 
eſſet quis foret innocens? And I 
am ſure the Scriptures teach us 
another . leſſon and right reaſo 
r00; as for Pagan Philoſophy 
confeſs I am not fo much con- 
cerned to examin it. I Know 
he. has the Stoick Philoſophers 
Patronizing his netion , while in 
health, but I doubt if ſickneſs 
does not alter there judgments, 


It 
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It is indeed good company to 
ſee the moſt ſtrit- Stoick -and 
thoſe © of that perſwaſion , poſt 
away meſlingers for the phiki 
tian when under diſcaſes, which 
is evidence enough that they do 
not 'believe rhe truth of whar 
they maintain.  _- | 
That the Hypotheſis we defend 
contradicts neither natural nor Sa- 
cred Philoſophy ,' has been plainly 
enough demonſtrated in our for- 
mer diſcourſe, neither doth* Mr. 
Gale for all his promiſe, .urge it 
with any argument, bur in ftead 
of doing fo he himſelf ſeems: to 
be guilty ' of that which he 1n- 
juriouſly blames in others: And 
thus I am led to the third thing 
propoſed to be diſcuſſed; namely, 
'that Mr. Ga/e may be juſtly 
charged with maintaining more 
dangerous opinions, and to make 
g this charge I ſhall only. 
( becauſe of the intended brevity ) 
mention two. particulars. 6 
c 
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"Thefirlt js laid: downin the Goure 
Y; the Gentiles. Page 367-. where 

iſtinguiſhing, Gods | Juſtice 
Ablalute and Ordigative| 
that God by his abſolute jvſbica 4 , . 
minion can inflict the gre T 
ments even of, Hell: jt elf. 
| moſt innocent Creature. Eg 41S 
indeed a,morſel which Wt men 
cannot well ſwallow ; -it -being 
ſo quite contrary, to that--; akin 
mon notion. which all: m 
entertain of God, and = t 
excellent attributes. of his; 4 
ous:natures by;wihich. .hechas did- 
covered. himſelf to the. world 
both by his. word and workes. - 

That Almighty.;God 1s:16:.be 
admired for- hjs excellent pwr 
and works of. wonder , no {aber 
mag ever doubted, but: to, (ad; 
mit an unlimitred Power. 10; 
compatible with the princip le 
. attributes and pertections of his 
Glorious nature, - ſuch- as his 


Goodack , _ Holineſs, Mercy..and 


uſtice, 
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Juſtice , this  wexe.., inſtead -of 
exalting his excellent power , 2 
denying ,of., a, (2. Reky Nr. at leaſt 
a mak 9 4s; altoge; 
ther Ho Y.sj M yl and .Gogd 
ſeem (ax; 1s _horrig 40 Boy: ir 
; Savage ruel, e. Di 
goodnels, truth and fngity ua 
us thay be. can do nothing thay 
is unhecgming his Gloriqus ina? 
ture nor, repugnant .to; iis, chiefe 
perfedtions, dilplayed* in his --Str 

cred Word and. dayly » evidens 


by his Works... 5 62001 Ns 
Let. oe appeal to. judicious 
Mr. faluz e.Etcrn. . Dei 


predelt, FI "So _ Hua dogwid 
Po tt p{apanpt | Pppaes Theole- 
uf + getgftpr , quod pojentiun ah: 
lutam Deg. effing't : Solis,cpim hu- 

cerp 4 eplore evellere: factling enter "Ly 
quam Ve potentiam ſepgrare 4. jufe 
. Ha 289. Page I91. faceſſant ;ergo 
procul 2 oe mentibgs » worftroſe; 
le Speculationes > Pls  aligute 
Deun poſſe gm conveniat , pea 

ne 
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ſine mods uc ratione quicquans ageve 5 
0&0. "1. 

Surely if fo diſtroy the righ- 
teous with the wicked tem- 
porally was rejected by Abraham 
as a piece of injuſtice, unbecom- 
ing the Divine goodneſs. Gep, 
18 25. That be far from thee to 
ay the. righteous with the wicked , 
Shall not the Judge of all the 


Earth do right : how much rather 


may we ſay ſo, when men tell 
us Thee God can infli& the great- 
eſt torments even of Hell it ſelf 
on the moſt innocent Creature, 
it were caſie to anſwer all the 
filly inſtances brought in defence 
of this' horrid Dodcrin, but I 
have faid enough in'the paſſing 
”— it, only I muſt add that 

is 15 a moſt dangerous opinion 
incliging men- to entertain un- 


worthy conceptions of a Deity. 


Plutarch lib. de Smperſf; dif 
courling of the folly of the Pa- 


gans, to pacifie there offended 
EN FR Gods 
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Gods Sacrificed men and women 
to them , adds that Diagoras, and 
his Followers more reaſonably 
maintained the Being of ſuch 
Gods than thoſe who confefſed 
a God, and believed they could 
= appeaſed by ſuch Savage cru- 
elty. 

The Second particular IT ſhall 
inſtance, is laid down pag 483. 
and frequently elſe where-, God 
(lays he) # the prime efficient 
rauſe of the mikterial entitive att 
bf Sin, I know' ſome others have 
undertaken the defence of this 
infamous Tenet, but patronize 
it who wil; it'is an uncouth 
opinion and chargeth- the Holy 
Lord, who is not a God: that 
hath pleaſure in wickednels , with 
Mens Sins. 

I confeſs, Tcould never yet un- 
derſtand what more was aſſerted 
by thoſe blaſphemo& Hereticks, 
who-boldly affirmed that -God 
was-- the - Author- of Sins for 

G which 
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which pious antiquity did jointly 
 condemnthem.; for it the. evil or 
obliquity of Sin be (as they ſay) ei- 
ther privation or relation, it is 
evident that they neceſlarily reſult 
from the placing of ſuch actions 
and cannot but follow their a&ts. 

It is indeed pity, that our Refor- 
'med Divines ſhould be all blamed 
for - the faults only of a few who 
have imbibed this Dominican ve- 
nom , andI have often regrated to 
ſee the Jeſuits ſo miterably baffle 
men , maintaining this odd and 
uncouth notion , and yet it is but 
unhandſom dealing to charge that 
notion upon all reformed Churches , 
which has been alwayes con- 
© demned by the moſt Judicious 

Writers we have. 

But to diſpatch this as quickl 
as I can, Tſhall only deſire a fatil- 
factory Aniwer to the few fol- 
lowing Queries. 

Firſt If God be the -- prime: 
efficient cauſe. of the material 

' 3; | entitive 
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entitive a&t (that I may uſe his 
phraſe ) of . Sin, :does not - God 
neceſſitate the Will to” Sin *' fince 
Man is hereby made the Inſtru- 
mental 'cauſe and God the :prin- 
cipal overruling efficient cauſey 
and do'you think that the Inſtru- 
mental cauſe, can refalt when the 
principle caule irrefiſtably deter- 
mins it to a&t ? | 1677 fo 

Secondly , Is not. the a&'pre- 
ſcinded. from the object 2 A.meer 
fancy 'and notion: Can there'bs 
either Love or hatred when their 
1s no. objet to terminate them 
upon e 2&9 
Thirdly, If the material a& 
of Sin- be: Good, is not every 
ſinfull-a& Morally Good as we 
as Morally Evil. ? 

Fourthly, When. we enquire 
if there be any thing in the 
hatred of God that is good, do 
we not Speak of a particular act 
- terminat. upon its obje&t, and not - 
of a Chimerical a&' which: can 
have nobeing? G 2 Fitthly 
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..'Fifthly, Is not that Sinfull 
which is prohibited 2 but the act 
it :felf- is forbidden Men, or for- 
bidden to do iuch and ſuch things , 
and :their doing or acting makes 
them lyable to puniſhment. Do 
not Men by doing or omitting 
that which the Divine precepts 
| forbid, become guilty © Is not Sin 
a tranſgreſſion of the Law, and 
do: not men tranſgreſs and violate 
the Divine precepts when they 
either commit or omit the forbid-. 
den action 2 Hence is it that very 
many Learned Men rationally 
conclude that Sin is not a priva- 
tion, but a pokitive'thing , ſince 
the act is alwayes forbidden, and 
therefore it muſt be formally evil 
and I confeſs it is a hard matter 
to conjecture what can be the 
foundation of. that privation ; or 
if the a& be placed, how the 
obliquity does not neceſlarily 
Wa: [30,5 47 
 Sixthly, To permit is properly 
h v6 
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a not hindringor impeding Men 
to at; therefore the a& is permit- 
ted, tor what can be hindered 
cannot be properly ſaid to 'be 
permitted , but the obliquity is 
ſuch. PUTS? 

Seventhly , If 1t- were the ob- 
liquity and not the ac that 'is 
permitted, then neither Devils 
nor Men could tempt us to Sin, 
for they cannot do any more bur 
Intice and Allure-us to the com- 
mitting or omitting of the Ads, 
which being placed; the obliquity 
does neceſlarily reſult. 5 

Eigthly, Are Man any other - 
waies ſaid to be hindered from 
Sinning , but becauſe they are im- 
payac trom commiring the Ad; 
how then can the Holy Lord , be 
the prime efficient caule of the ſub- 
ſtrate matter, or material enti- 
tative Act of Sin | 

I have indeed ſeen an excellent 
A. $ S. where this odious opt- 
nion , which has made our Charch 
2 "G3 infamous 
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3s ſolidly rejected, till ſuch time 
as that | become publick, theſe 
few Arguments I have pitched 
upon, may be of ule toconvince 
us that Mr. Gale is in a mif- 
take. 

I ſhould .naw have proceeded 
to the conſideration of thoſe Ar- 
guments he brings in defence of 
His opinion, but I find this will 
be more pertinent afterwards , 
when a more fit occaſion may 


offer. AG 

Now to. conclude, it is my 
hearty deſire that we may not, 
whuye 'we are diſputing about the 
Period of our Lives , forget our 
Mortality. Ere it be long a Pe- 
riod will be put to our, beings, 
and 1s it not our greateſt concern- 
ment to mind thus in time, that 
' when this Life is ended we 
may be admitted into that glori- 
ous aſſembly of the Saints: above, 
whoTLive, but can dieno more? 
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